
National Apprenticeship Week promo (November 13-19)  

 

Iron Workers Local 405 

Local 405 training includes reinforcing, rigging, welding included in the training are all safety 

certifications such as OSHA30, First Aid CPR. Other certifications are the Post Tensioning, NCCCO Rigging 

and Crane Signaling certification and all Welding certifications. 

Iron Workers fabricate, erect and assemble the fabricated and structural steel framework structural 

metal products in industrial, commercial or large residential buildings, bridges, towers and other 

structures. Iron workers also erect precast concrete structures, metal stairways, fences, pre-engineered 

buildings and miscellaneous iron.  

Iron workers are categorized according to four different skills: 

- Riggers and machine movers set up and rig hoisting equipment for erecting and dismantling 

structural steel frames and for moving heavy construction machinery and equipment.  

- Ornamental Iron workers assemble and install grills, canopies, metal stairways, floor gratings, 

iron ladders, metal window sashes and doors, decorative iron railings and gates, and lamp posts.  

- Reinforcing Iron workers set steel bars in concrete forms to reinforce buildings and bridges. 

- Architectural Iron workers assemble and install metal curtain wall, sashes, and decorative metal. 

 

- Working Conditions: 

Most of the work is performed outdoors except in severe weather. The work is frequently in high places, 

so the Iron Worker must not be afraid of heights. The work is physically demanding and often requires 

much bending, climbing, and lifting. The IRON WORKER should be in reasonably good health. 

Ironworkers often work with cranes and other power equipment, to close tolerances, so they must have 

an acute awareness of the conditions around them. 

 

Possible injuries include falls, burns, cuts and abrasions.  The injury rate is higher than for construction 

as a whole. Most of the work is done outdoors and is carried on year-round except in severe weather.  

There is much sitting, walking, climbing and balancing.  Work is done frequently in high places; nets, 

safety belts and scaffolds are used. 

Iron Workers should receive satisfaction from tangible productive results and be able to work to 

prescribed close tolerances and rigid standards.  They must not be afraid of heights, have an acute 

awareness of danger involved, and assume responsibility for fellow workers. 

- How to apply: 

The apprenticeship opens in mid-March for the application process. The test is given in August the 

registration takes place at the Local 405 Union Hall at 2433 Reed Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146. 



The length of apprenticeship is 3 years and participants go to school at night. 

Currently the starting rate for a first stage apprentice is $29.24, second stage is $35.98, and third stage is 

$42.73 

 

- Requirements necessary to enter the apprenticeship program include:  

Applicant must pass a drug test.  

Must have a high school diploma and current driver’s license. 

Must have a doctor’s clean bill of health.  


